[The fatal ski accident].
This investigation analyzes 18 fatal skiing accidents which happened from 1959 to 1975. Deadly accidents caused by avalanches were not taken into consideration. The results of the authors were compared with reports of altogether sixty similar injuries due to skiing accidents. 46% of the fatal accidents were caused by crashing against hindrances. Half of the accidents happened during high-speed-skiing or downhill-competition. More than two-thirds of the wounded skiers died of head injuries. Therefore it is highly recommended to wear a suitable headprotection while skiing downhill.